
How Wilson's Peace Offensive Affects the Allies
By Ç. W. Wilson

American Correspondent of The London Daily News
LORD READING has been pre¬

sented at the White House and
now begins his groat task as

liigh Commissioner, or virtually Ain-
bassador Plenipotentiary in the United
States. His time will bo fully occu¬

pied with business, financial and eco¬
nomic as well as diplomatic, yet I

h thai a week or two could
¦..I for him to see Chicago and

s! of t hicago, which Brit-
¡tors of distinction are too apt

ignore. Full attention lias been
pgùi ¡n your presa to the fact that in
Lord Reading we release our most cm-

judge of the high court, who in
London presides over the King's Bench,

predecessor of that illustrious
of Lord Chief Justice has ever

:uoicd a foreign embassy. We in-
. this to be the utmost compliment

»hat it is in our power to pay to your
try and the President. Earl Read¬

ing has a difficult task to perform.
Por stJmc months his position at Washi¬
ngton wad virtually in abeyance,
through the doubtful health of Sir

g-Rice, whose death evokes
." and sympathy. Owing

-, condition of affairs it i? possi-
¡Jritish and American policy

v.; drifted in somewhat divergent di¬
rections. But so genuine is the good
«ill on both sides that, beyond doubt,
the misunderstandings will bo arranged
.errors, if there be such, will be recti¬
fied and a common policy rapidly
built up.

Lord Reading
- Not Northcliffe's Alan

With o .it reviving irritation, let me
begin 1." recording as a simple fact
that Lord Reading is not, as some of
your newspapers suggest, the nominee
of Lord NorthclifFc. The nomination
of Lord Northcliffe would have been
bestowed on somebody much nearer
home. That idea was impossible, be-
ci use Lord Northcliffe, with all his fine
pas: on for winning the war and with

' nergy in many fields, holds im¬
perialist views which conflict with
ach British opinion, including the

'.icw of labor, and incidentally with tho
al policy of this country, as under¬

stood bv our Foreign Office. As a
irvative politician and chief pro
«r of "The London Times" Lord

Northcliffe has opposed Homo Rule,
su] "rfed the brewers, backed up th«
House of Lords, denounced labor, re-
si ¡ted land reform, and _o on. I be
'eve that on many of these matters hi
convictions bave been modified wit!
travel and experience, but. howevei
inberc may be his patriotism, he is

I not as yet the man for Washington,
nor I must add in all friendliness
docs lie run the British Empire, as
some of you seem to imagine. Lord
Reading is sent here by no publicist,
however powerful, but by Britain,
which includes Lord Northcliffe, as a
most zealous son, but which also in¬
cludes others. No newspaper man in
our country, peer or commoner, can
dictate t«> our Lord Chief Justice, am!
if he should be so foolish as to try it

i on. he cari be put into prison or lined
I for contempt of court- a matter bf
some importance for Colonel Reping-
ton, with whom I dealt a week or two
ago. If, then, Lord Rending fails to
satisfy one section of the British press,

! which I do not in the least anticipate,
he may rest assured that another sec-
tion, equally influential and of as large
a circulation, will sec that he is not
misinterpreted. In the meantime, what
«America should realize is this.that he
speaks for us all.

The Instance of
J Sir Frederick Smith

Before coming to tin ma.a issue
which confronts Lord Reading, let. me
clear up one or two details. When
Americans visit England they do not
always on every occasion say precisely
what sticklers would consider to be
the usual thing. There was one great
occasion, which every one enjoyed
when Mr, Roosevelt.who has alwayi
been with us a prime favorite.startle«
the clubmen (though only a few) b:
telling us how to govern the Sudan
Wo liked him all the better for his
frankness, and may God spare him t<
visit us again, the offener the better!
On the other hand, you must not b<
astonished if Englishmen entertainer.
by you sometimes drop into monologues
Wc cannot help it.your generous hos
pitality induces a flow of words.yoi
invite us to talk, and more often thai
not wc talk too much. No one want;
to remark further on the brief sojoun
of the British Attorney General, Si
Frederick Smith. J have known bin
for years. He was president of the Ox
ford Union when I was president of th
Cambridge Union, and both univers;
ties considered him to be a brillian
and witty speaker. All that ho faile
to realize was that the present situi
tion is too big for mere cleverness. An
you may rest assured that whatevcemotions were stirred here by SFrederick Smith's amusing common!on Ireland, leagues of nations anothi r delicate topics are as nothing tthe warmth of the reception whicwould await him in England if it weiimagined that his playful platitudt' had caused any one here, especially an

Freedom of the Seas a Vital Issue to Britain, Whose Public
Opinion Largely Supports President.Italy's Need for Control
of Adriatic Involved.Lord Reading Has Delicate Task Here

illustrious person, the least shadow of1
annoyance. This incident in the career
of a politician who is still young is
merely an incident, and wc will pass
on to other mere vital topics,

«Amplifying the
Labor Point of View
A labor deputation is proceeding to

many of your cities. Naturally, you
interviewed them. One statement that
they made was that there was no footl
shortage in Croat Britain. 1 think I
know what, they meant. They did not
want you to think that we were being
struck down by starvation. But Í have
not a word to withdraw from what '

wrote on this subject last week. This
morning I received further letters from
home. My wife had to provide for a
household of eight persons on three
pounds of meat, to cover one whole
week. Shortage is, of course, a rela¬
tive term. Wage earners are not suf¬
fering, possibly, as severely as the pro¬
fessional classes, who live on fixed in¬
comes. This ï was careful to state.
But for a week, in which, as the let¬
ters siiow, the particular home was
under several air raids, it does not
seem to me that three pounds of meat
for eight people is an excessive allow¬
ance, even in war time. And for the
first time wo have had to cut the ra¬
tions of our home army. The labor
statement ought, therefore, to be taken
in the sense that wo keep going.we
arc not done for.but we only keep
going because you are. at much sacri¬
fice.'««ending footl for France, Italy and
ourselves. That also will be one of
Lord Reading's many and anxious
cares, for he knows fully the serious¬
ness of the position. For England it
is specially severe, because in the au¬
tumn France and Italy actually had
food preference over us, while later
our rations lay icebound in your ports.
What Reading
Is Here To Do

I now conic to the main purpose of
Lord Reading's enterprise, which must
ever he the maintenance of complete
accord between your policy and ours.
On two occasions, momentous and his¬
toric, has the British government dif¬
fered from an «American President. In
the first ease the blunder was followed
by a greal document .the Declaration
of Independence. In the second case,
while the official classes in London.
though no* tiie people behind them.
went wholly wrong, Abraham Lincoln
vindicated the supreme fact of Amcvi-
can unity. We are now in the midst of
a third and not less t'arreaching crisis.
Having declared her independence, hav¬
ing achieved her unity. America goes
forward to establish brotherhood, like
lier own, among the nations'.' She has
once more a leader comparable, as we

British dare to think, with Washing¬ton and Lincoln. And the issue beforeBritain is this: Whether a third blun¬der, bigger even than the others, is tobo added by some of her less discern¬ing statesmen to the other two. 1 can¬
not imagine a more solemn, a moresobering occasion. What wc do andthink now determines the whole futureof the human race.

If I am to writo at all it must bewith friendliness and candor. I am
personally acquainted both with Mr.Lloyd George and with Mr. Asquith. I
know most of what is to be knownabout the rivalry between those re-markable nun. Both of them are, I be¬lieve, absolutely sincere. As an organ-I izer of war,'I should say that Mr. LloydGeorge is the abler of the two. To mehis personality as a host is the more
attractive, and I have not been called
upon to take any part in the bitter con-troversies of which he is the storm cen-tie. But, on the present occasion 1
cannot follow him. It seem.; to me thatMr. Asquith sees further when hestands in with President Wilson. Am:if silly writers in Louden accuse SirAsquith of being "a pacifist" because hedoes so.well, with your President foileader, I care not what label folly de¬vises.

Wilson's Views
Get Great Respect

It goes without saying that the Brit
ish Prime Minister, liko Mr. Asquith, i¡
filled with admiration for America.
know for a fact that Mr. Woodrow Wil
son's views are quoted in oflicial circlein London with a respect accorded ti
1:0 other influence, And I may be pardoned for adding that recent America)
criticism of your Administration, how
ever salutary may have been its effect
.on which 1 know nothing one way o
the other -must have reacted abroad
it must have impressed correspondentof Allied newspapers; it cannot hav
increased «\merican prestige. M
Lloyd George, weighing up all the elt
monts oí a grave situation.the Ru-
sian collapse, the needs of Itaiy, tii
sorrows of France, the weariness c
Britain.may have been.what shall
say? somewhat discouraged by win
was described almost as paralysis i
the United Stales. It was America]
who, with a deep d.sirc to face tli
truth, painted that picture. Í am sui
that in doing so they only fulfill«:
their sense of duly. They were afrai
lest France might ho let down yesand lest Britain herself might bo 1
down. We thank them from our hear
for their care of our urgent interest
But is it not barely possible that, coi
sidered from the viewpoint of forcit
consumption, the estimate was 11
quite adequate to America's great e
fort? Anyway, you must hear in mil

bow the whole affair looked to our un¬
tutored imaginations.
Again, no one would suggest that, if hediffers from tbe President';-; diplomacy,Mr. Lloyd George is moved by "a Brit-ish interest"---quite the contrary. Brit-ish interests would subordinate everyj consideration to tho one paramount ob¬ject of friendship with yourselves. For

Britain, the rest, as for instance Bel-gium, is duty. What matters to
us is the New World, not theOld. Without your friendship what
compensation can we find elsewhere?| But, as an obligation of a Bacred kind,
wo have also to think of allies, whoj have admitted us to their most intimate
counsels, whose soil is actually occu-
pied by millions of our soldiers, whoj are stricken harder than ourselves, yetare fighting, lighting on. One airy isItaly. Another is France. Italy andFrance are like wrestlers, sweating to
exhaustion, every muscle strained to
agony. How can Italy and France ap¬preciate at full value the larger stntes-
manship, I ho serener faith, which con-
templates an approach to Austria-Hun-
gary? And in the case of Italy, look atthe position on the Adriatic' Americaand 'Canada have abolished vessels ol
war on the Great Lakes. The Adriati«.is to Italy what the Great Lakes anto you. She Wants to get rid of nava'rivalry. She has believed that she caronly do thÍ3 by excluding Austria fron! the coast. Yet such exclusion is,take it, wholly contrary to the officiaAmerican policy. Therefore, the question is how to meet Austria withou
sacrificing Italy. When the Italiaiforces broke and ¡et in tho enemy, it waMr. Lloyd George who was chiefly re
sponsible for hurrying up the reinforcement?.

Lloyd George
On Italy's Need
At Versailles he appears to hav

taken Italy's part with equal fervoi
He loves the Latin races. Their his
tory i sí tíje romance of his statesman'
intelligence. Italy was near.was i
need.was insistent. America wa
far off.still unexhausted.generouHence, perhaps, the tendency to waivAmerican desires which seemed to coi
fiict with Italian aims. 1 only sa;"seemed to conflict." T choose ever
syllable with care, for I am convincethat there is no re»! discrepancy.will work out quite right in the on
Italy has nothing to fear from the gotfeeling which, despite war, draws O
real Austria toward tbe real Americ

»S«30. agi.in, how till this has affect«
our relations with the Vatican. Card
nal Bourne discloses the secret treat
known previously to many of iis,wherby Great Britain appears to have prorised Italy that the Allies would not uj tbe Pope as u peace intermediary.1 somewhat different complexion is p

I on the affair by Lord Robert Cecil,but the truth is broadly, as above, ex-
pressed. I am u Protestant.convinced,
uncompromising.but I must submitthat this was a very lu.«*d condition for
any belligerent to impose on allies whobleed daily in her service. If peace is¡just, lasting, honorable, why in heav¬en's name should it not be madethrough the Pope of Rome, or throughPresbyterian moderators, or throughthe Y. M. C. A. or the Knights of Co¬lumbus? It is the nature of the peacethat matters, not the method of its at-tninment. And, to be frank, if the worldis to be made safe for democracy,j which, incidentally, means safe forItaly, we cannot be tied up with thedifferences between Church and Statein that historic land. Italy cannot over¬look tha fact that Catholics from all
over the world arc dying by thousandsin our common cause. Points of diplo¬matic punctilio should not lie pressedduring such a period of profound mis¬
ery and upheaval. AU of us want te
see the proper territory of Italy com¬pleted.-her wi'ongs righted-her fron-tiers secured. But if Italy claps handcuffs onto the wrists of her best friendsthey will light on.fight on, for he:sake--but. of course, they will b.handcuffed.
This Is Not Mere
British Perversity
You will now, perhaps, understan«

that it is not simply British perversit;which has led us into the present situ
ation. There are a score of natiom
associated for the first time in our on
great league. Some have had a longeexperience of world politics thaothers. They all need to cultivate thart of cooperation. And the fear i.-
at the moment, that Mr. Wilson's peacoffensive may lose its efficiency be
cause of apparent dissension in Britaiand even in America herself. And herI must tell you that the recent vote ithe House of Commons on Mr. Holt
amendment was no criterion at all c
feeling vn President Wilson's polic;It simply meant that Mr. Asquith, ft
the tenth time, did not permit tl
House to turn Mr. Lloyd George ou
Only 1ST members went into the loihies, out of 070 members. This meal
that LtOO at least deliberately abstain«
from the division, and they were me
v/'no, obviously, did not wish to suppothe government on this issue, yet we.
reluctant to vote contrary. The d

! vision means, therefore, that, in t!
House, tlmre was an overwhelming su
port for President, Wilson, but th
members did not wish so to decla
this as to force a dissolution. Ai
this, 1 am certain, is the view of t
British people as u whole, as it is, to
remarkable degree, the view of t
French press. We want the Preside
to go ahead. We believe that his m<I sages are rallying labor, among t

Allies, and weakening the enemy. No'
British government that was so" fool¬
ish as to line up against the league of
nations or the peace offensive in Aus¬
tria-Hungary could stand for a week.
And if ever friendship with America
becomes an electoral issue in the Unit¬
ed Kingdom.which is inconceivable.
the critics, jf there be such, will re¬
ceive such punishment on polling day
as will make them sorry, if they sur¬
vive at all, for the rest of their lives.
At the same time, let us all devoutly
pray that neither country be involved
in the domestic politics of the other.

And There Remains
F reedom of the Seas

Having said this, I should like, if I
may, to appeal to your statesmen to be
a little tender to our susceptibilities
over the freedom of the seas. If you
give us time and make it plain that you

| do not want to hand us over to the
Kaiser's submarines, we will accommo-
date our slow mentality to this idea in
due course. As Í understand the mat-( ter, you do not accuse us of using our
navy in a selfish or overbearing man-
ner. While we hold Gibraltar and Suez
and Singapore.as you, by the way.hold Panama!.we have not stopped
one German ship pursuing lawful voy-
ages. Indeed, before the war, the free-
dorn of the seas was so absolute that
many of the largest vessels afloat were
German. These vessels called at our
ports for passengers, and when war
came they had their flag compulsorilytransferred, not to us, but.according
'o Oi»;ci-d films to you.

Indeed, i seem to recollect that you
are using some of these ships for the
transportation ox your gallant troops.It ü not denied, I think, that our navy-
has cleaned up piracy in Chinese
waters and the ocean 3lave trade. We
have done what we could in a small
way to maintain the traditions of the
sea, to build lighthouses, invent com-
passes and establish lifeboats. And
our home ports are almost entirely free
trade. Even when you raised high tar¬
iffs against commercial competitors,
which, alas, included ourselves, we still
welcomed your exports. Doubtless our
reasons were selfish.still, is it up
against us that we liked your goods
more than, apparently, you liked ours'.'
Anyway, we take it »that the freedom
of the seas is not intended as unfriend-
liness nor as a vote of censure on oui
past conduct.
The idea is, I suppose, that all in-

ternational responsibilities should be
internationalized. Just as navies and
armies are pooled in this war, so after
tbe war there must be a general in¬
stead of a specialized responsibility
for the materials of force, possibly
for colonies also. Clearly, Great
Britain cannot and does not expect
naval predominance over Japan in Faï
Kastern waters; over the United States
in American waters; over France ant
Italy in Mediterranean waters. Bui
how about British waters?
The German navy, formidable befors

the war, remains, practically untouched
a latent, actual menace, at our verj
shores. Of course, Germany would like
us to concede what she also calls th»
freedom .of the seas. But, I would re
spectfully inquire, freedom for wha'
purpose'.' To send liners to New York'
When did we hinder her'.' Or is it t<
send submarines to Nantucket? An
the experiences of your Eastern sea
board to be the precedent for humai

liberty on the ocean? These are natu¬
ral questions. Doubtle_3 the reply is
equally simple.
My impression is that 'Mr. Wilson

is thinking out an equitable principlewhich will perpetuate orderly authority
on the ocean while disarming German
talk about "navalism." He wants the
t-eas to be safe. But he doubts. í
merely speculate.the entire appropriatene.ss to modern conditions of our
stirrin» anthem, "Rule Britannia." I
must point out that our ambitions arc
limited to one element, the ocean,
whereas in "Deutschland über Alles*'
our enemies claim the universe, in¬
cluding the furthest fixed star. ¡<o
that even when we sing "Rule Britan¬
nia," a song which during: the war I
did not bear sung once until I came
to New York, where, for some reason,
it seems the proper thing, we arc not
quite so boastful as the Germans. Any¬
way, we all agree that democratic
navies must in future cooperate. I
saw somewhere that Mr. Daniels wants
hia to be the biggest. I rather like
that idea, because it means that we
can make our- -mailer and that youwill add to our other obligations *o
you the payment of taxes now borne
by us. But 1 hope that Mr. Danielswill not go on to insist that all Ameri¬
can goods must be carried in Ameri-
can merchantmen. Probably wc needthe context to that interesting sug¬gestion of his. For what docs it im¬
ply? If you close your ports to our
tonnage shallow-minded people in Eng-l.-imi nif.y clamor for us to close our
port-; to your tonnage, which will mean
¡cither that all our trade mu3t be car¬ried by neutrals or that wc must droptrade and swim. Alternatively, i1American good- arc only earned inAmerican ships and British cood-s inBritish ships, then it follows that both
mercantile fleets must steam one wa>empty, and therefore charge doubl«freight. The real situation to-day i?that we need all the ships possible, arcit matters not t» row of pins to whichof us they belong.
The Upshot of
Austria's Trouble

People constantly ask what will b<the upshot of this Austrian businessI do not pretend to know. But ccrtaii
things are piain. By withholding footfrom Austria the Magyar nobility ha.
provoked intense bitterness. The neacwith Ukraine removes the one menac«that Austria has ever feared. WitlRussia out of the way, she needs n«German help. She detects Prussia]
suzerainty. Her Emperor and the Em
press, who was educated in England, arwaiting to be rescued. And the brotheof the Empress is, Î am told, fightinifor France. That «\ustrian troopshould be thrown against the Westen\ front is merely to compel .\ustria tfight for her own more utter subjugation. The real problem is how to dis
entangle her court and people withoufearful reprisals by the Emperor William, who would not hesitate to resoito assassination or any other crime Imake good his air:".-;. One cannot fa¬
lcar lest British debates should givGermany the chance of playing off ondeclaration against the other and s
preventing a real expression of the truAustrian view by Count Czernin. 0the other hand, if Austria really want
peace, «\merican diplomacy is suffciently unconventional to find a w_I for her to secure it.

Reformers Hope for Victory for All by Pooling Interests in New Party
PT* Uli first move toward taking an

I net c part in politics by the
new National party.organized

¦..... theory that a revolution by
force is not necessary in democratic
America, by seceders from all political
and social organizations.will be
made the first week in March when the
first national convention of the party
meets at Hotel Sherman, Chicago, on

Wednesday morning, March C. At this
convention esch state will be entitled
to as many delegates as the number
o! its Congressmen, and an equal num

her ef alternates.
f- The party leaders believe it is timo

for a vigorous agitation for the elec¬
tion to Congress of men and women
who will push the aims set forth in
the party's platform of "sano radical¬
ism," end particularly a programme of
"genuine public ownership on a dem-

basis." They say they will
filter the Congressional campaign with
full assurance of electing at least
twenty-five Representatives and three
Senators,
Prohibition Writes
its Own Epitaph
At the tame time, in the same hotel

the Prohibition party will hold a spe¬
cial national meeting, and.unless all
signs fail.will vote that party out ot
existenco. This would be a proceeding
unparalleled in American political his
tory. No political party, so far as i:
known, has ever held a convention am
formally voted itself out of existence
written Its own epitaph.
This is precisely what the Prohibí

I lion party is expected to do, after mor.
than forty years of active, life. If tb

of its leaders do not miscarrj
c members of the Prohibition part
11 enroll in the newly formed Na

t t.nal party.
The story of the birth of the Nt

tioi al party has never been fully tob
Behind their achievement is a Ion
story of patient planning and worl

h, whatever the future of the Nf
onal early may be, deserves to b

clod as a study in political mctl
During the winter of 191Ö-M7 cei

tain leaders of the Prohibition part
»lid the Progressive: party began t
communicate upon the subject of a pos
:-j¦.¦ combination of forces. This le

''-' the holding of a special conventio
Progressive party in April lasl
\va attei ded by a delegation o

Prohibitionists authorized to enter int
1 combination «.»" the two party plat
drills.
wie leading spirit in this movemen»*s J. A. 11. Hopkins, of Ne\V Jersej"- "s understood that to this confer

''!'i-'' many prominent Socialists am"»dependents bad been invited, nom'''"»ni, so far as can be learned, ac"P* '' the invitation.
v i'."'! i- nie the »Socialist party con

|». ':,i!|. with the controversy it engen'_'"' uPOi the question of war policywas followed by u split of son!.»,!*gnilude. Many leaders of the part;geserted because of the adoption of|lr°-v*erman attitude. These dissentWS ¡socialists, who believed they «houhtfo* yi B"pP°rt America and the Allies.?*¦'¦¦¦¦tl themselves into a national no¦"st propaganda organization, tin

.jutwi jje:nocrat¡c ¡.cague." electingJchn Spargo president and J. G. 1'hclpsStokes secretary-treasurer. It was notthe intention of these Socialists to forma new party, but to constitute them-selves into a separate propagandistgroup.

«Attempt to Merge
All Radical Element?

Before the announcement of the Pro-hibition-Progrcssive merger its leaderssought to connect with the new Social-| ist group, and informal conferencesi were held between such men as VirgilHinshaw, J. A. H. Hopkins, Matthew'Hale. John Spargo and Allen McCurdyAs a result of these conferences, ilj was agreed to try and bring into tinProhibition-Progressive merger al' other liberal political groups. To thisend conferences were arranged. At firstthe men already named met and consulered the subject from every point oI view, and soon discovered that whathey had regarded as fundamental differences really did not exist. The;agreed at the outset that they woul«j not use a vocabulary of their sectaria]reform cults but Himple United StateEnglish. They agreed further tha! they would not discuss social théorie
or philosophies but confine themselveto definite practical measures.With this understanding they soo:discovered that the Progressive anthe Socialist, who could not unite in aacceptance of Socialist theories, coulunite in accepting the full programm

I of actual public ownership and demccratic control favored by the Social

ists. The same was true of the atti-
tude of the men to prohibition as a
definite programme. They might not.
accept the theories of the Prohibition¬
ist concerning the relation of intem¬
perance to poverty, nor accept prohibítion as a full solution of the socialproblem, but they were a unit in agree¬ing that the sale of liquor ought to be
prohibited.
By the middle of summer the lead¬

ers of the movement determined to
avoid premature publicity and held a
larger conference in July at Morris-
town, N. J., at the home of J. A. H.
Hopkins.
Many Divergencies
Brought to a Point

This conference lasted four days and
was attended by about thirty men and
women, including representatives of allthe groups named, as well as some ofthe Independent-Progressives, Republi¬
cans, Progressive-Democrats and Suf¬fragists. At this conference a skele¬
ton was composed of planks and state¬
ments which had been substantiallyagreed upon in preliminary confer¬
ences. The con ferrées discussedwhether they should attempt to form
a new party.
From one who was present at theconference in Morristown it waslearned that there was remarkableunanimity of opinion upon all meas¬

ures proposed for inclusion in theplatform and upon all other questions,
save that of the name they proposedto be known by. Upon that rock theconference nearly split.The only name which was not in dis-

cussion at the conference was that
subsequently adopted.the National
party. Some wanted to hyphenate the
names of existing groups into some
such combination as Progressive Prohi¬
bition-Socialist. One name which
seemed for a long time to be in favor
was proposed by the Socialists, namely,Common Weal party, and it is said that
it might have been adopted but for the
suggestion by a noted journalist who
was present that within a week the
party would be known as the Common
Squeal party, and thus be killed by ridi¬
cule.
Ai the conference in Morristown it

was decided to hold a larger conference
in Chicago. Matthew Hale, chairman of
the Progressive party; V. Hinshaw,
chairman of the Prohibition party, and
John Spargo, chairman of the Social
Democratic League, constituted a
committee on invitations to invite the
twenty representative independents
and labor men and twenty single ta:-:
advocates to join, with delegationsfrom the three major groups, in hold¬
ing this conference, and John Spargo
was authorized to prepare the draft of
a platform.
Then came the formation of the Na¬

tional party at Chicago, the announce¬
ment of which, in October last, pro¬voked a great e'cal of scoffing and
speculation.

PJlcments more apparently diverse
and conflicting certainly were never
assembled together in any politicalgathering. Yet, never was there a
greater harmony or enthusiastic, unitythan that conference presented after
it had been in session a day or two.
These people were all reformer?,

many of them reformers of the radical
persuasion. It is proverbial that re-
formers and radicals can never agree
upon anything. Put two radicals, no
matter of what variety .socialist, an-
archist, syndicalist, feminist, single
taxer or what not.into a room and
sett them talking, and the conflict be¬
tween them appears to be almost ir¬
reconcilable. Get a room full of re-
formers belonging to different, groups,and bedlam is outdone.
There were twenty representative

Prohibitionists, men and women, se-
lected by the national committee of
that party as. its representatives.¡Among them were some of the. most
influential persons in that party, such
as Virgil G. Hinshaw, national chair»
man of the party; Dr. Ida Landrith,
of Tennessee, Vice-Presidential candi-,
date in the last Presidential elections;
Mrs. Annie E. K. Bidwell, of Cali¬
fornia; O. S. Bishop, state chairman
of the Prohibition party of New York;
Mrs. F. I_. Beauchamp. of Kentucky;
Robert Patton, of Illinois, and W. G.
Calderwood, of Minnesota, whose sen¬
sational campaign for United States
Senator from Minnesota marks the
highest development, of Prohibition
political action in America.

Alongside of the Prohibitionists sat
twenty Progressives, men and women,
who had refused to follow President
Roosevelt and George Perkins back into
the Republican party. Prominent among
these were J. A. II. Hopkins, of New
Jersey, treasurer of the Progressive
party; Matthew Hale, of Boston, chair¬
man of the reorganized Progressive
party, who recently was candidate for
Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts;

I Dorr H. Carroll. Progressive leader of
North Dakota: U. H. P. Shelley, Pro-
gressive leader of Montana, who man-
aged the campaign of Miss Rankin, and
thus made the first American Congress-
woman, and Fred H. Chase, the national
secretary of the Progressive party.

Sitting sido by side with these two
apparently inharmonious groups wore
twenty-odd Socialists, men and women
whose names had long been identified
with the Socialist propaganda in this
country. They represented that verylarge and influential group ei' socialist
intellectuals who had withdrawn from
the Socialist party on account of its
war policy.
Political Ships and
Shoes and Sealing Wax
John Spargo, one of the executive

committee members of the Socialist
party, and long recognized in this coun¬
try and Europe as one of the 'leading
exponents of the movement, was there,
as were J. G. Phelps Stokes, of New
York; Professor Ellen Hayes, of
Wellesley College; Professor \V. P.
Montague, of Columbia University; Ed¬
ward Ellis Carr, editor of "The Chris¬
tion .Socialist," and William F. Coch-
ran, of Baltimore.
With these mingled twenty-odd singletax advocates of national prominence,

including Mrs. Mary Fels, of the Fels
Foundation Fund; Louis Wallace, au¬
thor and lecturer; Otto Cullman, of
Chicago, and Harry W. Willock, of
Pittsburgh.

In a miscellaneou.-' group were labor
union men like Morton Johnson, of the
Chicago Federation of Labor; Hugh V.

I Reilly, of New Jersey, business agent
of the Machinists' Union; reformers
like C. J. Hoag, the advocate of propor¬
tional representation; David C. Coates,
former Lieutenant Governor of Colo¬
rado and one of the founders of the
National Non-Partisan League; Epis¬
copal Church dignitaries such as Dean
Bernard Iddings Bell, of Fond du Lac.
Wis.; Catholic celebrities like the Rev.
Father Maguire, professor of sociology
at Bourbonnais College, and the lit.
Rev. Bishop Busch, of St. Cloud, Minn.
From this enumeration of the best

known of the persons present one maybe able to get an idea of the hetero¬
geneous character of the gathering.Yet the astonishing fact remains that
they spent three or four days in car-
nest discussion without a single word
of recrimination, and finally agreed by
a unanimous vote to unite. What is
perhaps even more remarkable is the
fact that they likewise unanimouslyagreed upon a platform, and that the
Prohibitionists were enthusiastic in ac¬
cepting as a good prohibition platformthe same document that the Socialists
held as a satisfactory Socialist plat¬form and that Single Taxers declared it
to be a splendid single tax platform,while the Progressives danced with joyat the acceptance of what they declared
to be the best Progressive platform
ever written.
The credit for piloting the platformthrough the difiicuit waters of such a

gathering belongs to John Spargo, who
was its author, and he presented it tothe conference, answering all questions,making concessions where necessaryand still insisting upon the essentialand fundamental things.

Bolsheviki Extremists Drive Jewish Following Into Ranks of Moderate Parties
By D. M. Hermalin

,r|Ailü NEW YORK TRIBUNE re-
|_ cently bad tlie following item

of news:
As the influence of the Bolshevikiin the Russian government has been| increasing the number of Jews in itsranks has been decreasing, according¡ to reports received by the "Avanti,"the Italian Socialist organ, of Turin.The percentage of Jews in the moremoderate parties of Russia is nowhigher than in the Bolshevik party.

_
"The foreign affairs commission oftbc Anglo-Jewish Association," writesthe "Avanti," "Has received some in-formation and convincing ligures inregard to the Jewish question in con¬

nection with the extremist parties ofRussia. It is pointed out that, withthe growth of the influence of the
Bolsheviki tlio number o'.' Jews
among them ha;; been continuallydecreasing. This is by no means due
to dislike for the Jews."

., The' story of Frankenstein is of
Jewish origin. It. is at least two hun-
dred years older than tho English ver¬
sion.

\\t.i-v is the original Jewish narra¬
tive: Rabbi Leon, of Prague, was
versed in all the mysteries of crea¬
tion, The Almighty himself had en-
dowed him with the knowledge of his
different holy names, with whieh even
mortals could imitate the Creator.
The pious rabbi was very poor, and

bis wife was very ill. He needed »some¬
body to take CHi'e of his house, but he
bad no money to hire a servant.
One day the rabbi decided to ex¬

periment. Ho moulded a man out of
clay, and when he was through with
his work he wrote on a piece of parch¬
ment a certain creative name of God
and laid it underneath the tongue of
the clay tlgure. He had no sooner done
this when tho figuro of clay assumed
life, jumped up and exclaimed:

"Command me, master, and I shalldo your biddings!"'
The rabbi was quite astonished, buthe soon braced up and ordered the

creature to arrange everything in hishousehold. In a few hours all that the
monster had been ordered to do was
aone.
The rabbi had gone out, and the mon¬ster, having received no further orders,also left the house. Since he had beencreated for work, he began to move thehouses of the town from one place toanother, so great was his strength.The rabbi ordered him home, andnot having any particular work for himhanded him a pot, full of poppy seedsand told him to count them.The monster obeyed and was keptbusy for a whole day. He was thentold to do some more housework. Iledid it. Then lie chopped enough woodto last an entire year, brought medi¬cine for the rabbi's sick wife and per¬formed all the other necessary dutiesof the house. When all the. useful work

was done he became so obnoxious thatthe rabbi was compelled to remove thepipce of parchment, containing thecharm, from underneath the tongue ofthe monster, so that he became a pieceof lifeless clay again.
The Russian revolution was broughtabout by Jews. \\ hen none of the

( ar'.-'. subjects even dared to dreamof a time when Russia might be free
Jcws^brined secret societies conspir¬ing against the tyrannical rule of the
Czars. Jews formed the first Nihilist
group and Jews suggested the reign o!
terror in Russi ».
Jews were and remained the brains

of all revolutionary movements in Rus¬
sia, and Jews succeeded in convincingthe intelligent classes of the Russian.
that they ought to throw off the yoke
of autocracy.
Tho main intention was to do awaj

with Czarism and create a modern gov
eminent where all men should bo equa
before the law and so put an end t<

the persecution of <5,00o,000 Jews. After
much effort and great, sacrifico Czar-
ism was crushed, and with the impetusof the blow delivered against tyrannyand barbarism the Russian people be-'
gan to run amuck.
The serfs and slaves o'" yesterday

arc not satisfied with plain, ordinary
human freedom, «'is attained in France,
England and the United States. They
want more; they desire to become the
masters of all and everything. They
want more than they arc able to
swallow.
There is a paying in the Talmud

which reads: "If thou grasp too much,
thou hast nothing."
The »lews know fhis lesson. They

have learned it through long and bit¬
ter experience.

the monster is thus becoming ob¬
noxious and time is approaching when
the parchment with the charm will
have to bo removed.
The Russian peasant, including even

the majority of the inhabitants of the
city, is by far an inferior being to the
Frenchman of the great revolution.
He is a pygmy in intellect in compari¬
son to the Frenchman of the Com¬
mune. Almost 90 per cent of the Rus¬
sians are illiterate and dense igno¬
rance is the prevailing factor there.

Their bigotry and fanaticism have no
equal in the whole of Europe; it may
be compared only with that of the sav¬
ages in Africa. Can you fancy what
unbounded liberty means to such
hordes?
Some people with vivid imaginations

like to picture the Russian peasant as
the acme of goodness and tenderness.
Studying, however, their unheard-of
cruelty against certain military com¬
manders and against certain landed
proprietors, all of their own kin and
blood, one can see only in these "inno¬
cent children of the steppes" roving
bunds cf bloodthirsty murderers.
Even in the midst of the great hilar¬

ity for liberty pogroms against the
Jews in Russia have been going on ever
since Cznrism was overthrown.

True, during the reign of the Ro¬
manoffs the pogroms were arranged
by the government. But the execu¬
tioners were recruited from among the
"innocent children" constituting the
Russian people.
The pogroms which take place now

in Russia are by no means less cruel
than those unclear the autocracy.
While the Jewish youth is still with

the colors on the battlefield, or par¬
ticipating in the revolution, his old
father at home is murdered because

be is a Jew, his old mother is stabbed,his young sister is ravished and what¬
ever is left of his miserable dwellingis sacked, looted and burned.
The beastly instincts in the Russian

people are running wild, and their at-
titude is such that the enemies of lib¬
erty are pointing to them, saying, "Be¬
hold tbo material which you wish to
endow with unbounded liberty. They

jare like a herd of hyenas let loose
among a drove of cattle."
That the liberty acquired in P.ussiais undergoing a great crisis is a fact

which no'one dares gainsay. Tho mon¬
archists and all enemies of freedom
lie low at presen», but they are sure
that the Bolsheviki are gradually driv¬
ing Russia back to Czarism.
Numerous reactionaries are watchingthe peace negotiations with Germany.They know that a separate peace with

Germany wouid leave Russia to the
tender mercies of the German govern¬
ment, and the first thing the German
autocracy would do is to help restore a
monarchy in Russia. Kaiser Wilhelm
may not, perhaps, favor the Romanoffs,who have proved false to him, but he
has plenty of sons from whom lie can
choose one and put him upon the Rus-
sian throne and have him swear alle-
giance to Germany.
Leon Trotzky, the Jew, is still with

the Bolsheviki. Perhaps it i.-j a luckything for the democracy of the world
that he is still with the dominatingI party and takes care of the peace ne-
gotiations.
Those who have met Leon Trotzkymaintain that, although he hates the

capitalistic system and is a foe of the
"bourgeois," he ' nevertheless a
clever and shrewd man. He probablyunderstands the Russian situation bet-
1er than any other man.
While many enthusiasts have greetedtho Russian revolution with joy and

have declared that this would foreve«
bolve the Jewish iiuestion and be the

i dtuth knell of Zionism, Trotzky waa

among the first to congratulate EnglandTor her promise which she gave to theJews to restore Palestine to them.
Trotzky's eyesight is evidently muchkeener than that of a great manyothers, and apparently he does not be¬lieve that Russia will be a haven ofrest for the Jews in the near future.Trotzky, the great internationalist,wishes to see those of his own bloodacquire their old homeland and boready to make room there for all thosewho will be driven to its borders bypersecution.
There is so much significance at¬tached to the fact that Trotzky is forthe realization» of Zionism that thisshould have been made clear to theworld and this would have made us un¬derstand better the situation in Russia.Although pogroms against Jews inRussia took place even under the Ker-ensky government, ::till the moderatespirit which then prevailed in Russiadid not permit hooliganism to go too farand the attacks against the Jews werenipped in the bud. But since the Roleheviki came into power the Jews olRussia were cla_s«-d with both th«bourgeois and the foes of the peopleand, coupled with old accusations thal hey are the principal enemies of th<Holy Church, the massacres which followed these were the most atrocious.
This caused the prominent -tussiaiJews to join the more moderate factioiof the country. Brdshevikism is th.most dangerous movement in Russia apresent.
But Leon Trotzky, the Jew, is ene othe most prominent members of thBolsheviki. He is probably the one whhelped most to attain the power whlcthe Bolsheviki enjoy to-day.
How can one explain this?
Leoix was the name of that rabbi whextracted the parchment with creativ

power from that destructive monsteLeon is the name of another Jew whwill have to perform a similar duty.

It wap an open secret that many ofthe Prohibitionists and. seme of thec.tber groups were rather suspicious ofthe »Sociali-t group, and especially ofSpargo. It is ¿aid that the national
committee of the Prohibition party, inclosed session, called in some of theleaders of the other groups to considerwith them whether it was necessary totake ?.ny defensive measures againstMr. Spargo'a machinations.

Yet before the conference bad gotvery far it was evident that .Spar:")had disarmed all suspicion, and in an
address which be delivered early in the
conference be brought the Prohibition¬ists to their feet. Before the confer¬
ence was ended be bad become per¬haps the most popular man in it.

Mope to Elect
Many to Congress
As a result of the Chicago confer

ence, offices were opened in Chicagoand New York, and a national cxecu
tive committee was selected. The plat¬
form agreed upon has been distrib¬
uted by the million in all parts of the
country, and a large membership ba¬
been enrolled. State organizationshave been created in a majority of the
states.

Following the recommendation oftheir national committee, the Prohibítionists In Nov.- York, Massachusetts,Ohio, Indiana, Washington, NebraskaIdaho and several other states havealready voted to merge their organization into tiie National party. The move¬
ment in the Nor'hwestern States if
particularly strong, much of the
strength of the Farmers' Non-Parti-
oan League apparently going to the
new party. Representatives from Cali¬fornia. Idaho, Montana, Utah and Min¬
nesota report that the movement inthose states is flourishing.Allen McCurdy. well known in polit¬ical and literary circles of New York,who is organizing secretary in theEastern States, says the party will not
attempt to run candhlatcs in «.ver;,Congress district throughout the coun¬
try. Its policy v.ill be rather to se¬
lect those «listricts in which it i?
strongest and has the best chance olelecting its candidates. He believe,the party will elect two er thre*
United States Senators and not fewe)than twenty-five Representatives.This is the opinion also of David CCoates, who is in charge of the Chi
cago office. Mr. Coates is a labo
union man, an influential member o
the typographical union. He is a be
Hever in national prohibition, and saythat in the prohibition states unioilabor has been converted to the cauo
of prohibition. Mr. Coates declares thNational party will sweep the Wesi
and he rffeys that it is not at all unlikely that several of the states wilsend practically solid delegations tCongress from that party.At the coming convention »n Marcthe platform adopted last October wilbe subject to some revision, but it i
not likely there will be any departurfrom the principles contained in th
preliminary platform. The party wipledge itself to the ratification of thtwo Federal amendments for c«iual su'frage and prohibition.

It will undoubtedly declare for wïprohibition and for the democratfinancing of the war by rigorous ta:atiou of incomes, excess profits anland values. It will probably emphisize the public ownership plank ardemand that there shall be no retuito private ownership of railroad-. Pul!;c ownership of mines and all t!steel and iron industry v.ill be insistí
upon as corollary to public owners!)of railroads. It is probable the iscplatform will throw much greater eiphasis upon the plank demanding thall members of the Cabinet shouhave seats in Congress, but withovoles and subject to interpellationCongress. >


